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Fin

g climate data
The websites of the following organisations can be used to locate climate data for a city of your
choice.

= World Meteorological Organisation <htip:/fwww.wmo intjpages/index_en.htmi>

+ UK National Weather Service <hitp:/www.metoffice. gov.uki>

« US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. National Weather Service:
<http:liwww.weather govi>

= BBC. Weather <http://www.bbc.co.ukiweather/>
= World Climate <htp:/Awww.climate-charts. com/>
« The Weather Company. Weatherzone <hitp://www.weatherzone.com.au/world/ >

Average | 285 | 281 | 247 | 201 | 158 | 123 | 115 | 135 | 162 | 196 | 235 | 265 | Av
minimom 200
temperature

o)

Average | 135 | 138 | 115 | 70 | 42 | 14 | 00 | 13 | 40 | &7 | 87 | 118 | Av
masimum 71
temperature

o)

Ranfal | 598 | 512 | 556 | 493 | 475 | 379 | 524 | 476 | 652 | 619 | 587 | 481 | Towl
(mm) 8328

Figure 3: Climate data for Canberra, Australia

Constructing climate graphs

Climate graphs are constructed using data collected by meteorologists. The main features of a
climate graph are shown in Figure 2 (on the previous page).

To construct a climate graph, use the ciimate graph template and follow the steps below.
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sites. While many sites have records going back more than 100 years, data is normally released to -
the public once the Bureau has records dating back 10 years.

Example: New York City
Key climate data for New York City in the United States of America are provided below in Figure 1

Daily recordings of temperature and precipitation (rainfall) have been processed to produce the
average temperature and precipitation for each month.

A yearly average for temperature has been calculated using the monthly averages.
Atotal rainfall figure has been calculated by adding up all twelve months.

Average | 39 | 58 | 103 | 167 | 220 | 267 | 294 | 286 | 244 | 181 | 126 | 68
masimum 74
tomporature

o)

Aversge | 28 | 17 | 18 | 71 | 122 | 176 | 205 | 198 | 160 | 100 | 53 | 00 | Av
minimom 88
tomporature

o)

Rainfal 927 | 785 | 107] 114 | 1064] 112 | 1168 1128 1087 1118 1021| 1018 Tt
(mm) 1268

Figure 1: Climate data for New York City, United States of America

Students can use ciimate data such as these to develop their own climate graphs. An example is
provided on the next page.
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Lets look at the climate data over a

period of 12 months for both cities

Climate data for Greenwich, United Kingdom
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Averagetemp. (°C) | 3.9 | 4.2 | 5.7 | 85 [119]152[17.0]16614.2|103| 6.6 | 48 [9.9av. |

Rainfall (mm) | 49 | 39 | 39 | 41 | 47 | 48 [ 59 | 60 | 52 | 65 | 59 | 51 |609 total
Greenwich’s climate data

Climate statistics for New Delhi, India
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1417 | 2229|333 |31 302 |2
23 |20 |15 | 10| 15| 68 | 200 | 200 123 19

New Delhi’s climate data
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